TENSAS BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT





               JUNE 13, 2017
     The Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District met for its regular meeting 
Tuesday, June 13, 2017 at 9:30 A. M. in its office located at 505 District Drive Monroe, Louisiana.
     Mr. Drew Keahey, President, called the meeting to order and requested the Secretary 
call roll with the following present and answering:  Mr. Drew Keahey, President, Caldwell Parish; Mr. Rodney Hutchins, Vice President, Catahoula Parish; Mr. Mike Calloway, Mr. Jonathan Johnson and Mr. Charles Venable Ouachita Parish; Ms. Ramona N. Haire and Mr. Robert Neal Harwell, Richland Parish; Ms. Michelle Collum, West Carroll Parish and Mr. Venoy Kinnaird, Morehouse Parish; Absent: Mr. Ashley Peters, Franklin Parish and Mr. Dick Zeagler, LaSalle Parish.     
     Others in attendance were: Mrs. Drew Keahey, Columbia, La.; Mr. W. T. Riles, Bastrop, La.; Mr. Rodney Mason, Jonesville, La.; Mr. Sam Hodge and Mr. Melvin Hicks, Department of Transportation and Development;  Mr. Michael Street, Attorney, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. Johnny Trisler, Maintenance Supervisor, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. Tracy Hilburn, Maintenance Supertendant, Tensas Basin Levee District and Mr. Brandon Waggoner, Captain, Levee District Police   
     Vice President Rodney Hutchins opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Robert Neal Harwell, seconded by

Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of

the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments

and there were none, to-wit: 






RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District advertised for sale of surplus equipment as follows:

     2008 Polaris Ranger 700 4 wheel drive utility vehicle Serial Number 4XARH68A784726062

     2001 Honda Foreman Rubicon TRX 4 wheeler Serial Number 478TF260214018407  
     WHEREAS, the time having arrived for the opening of bids, the following bids were received, opened and read aloud:

     Mr. Shane Hart, 706 Highway 847 Columbia, La. 71418 bid $6,001.00 for 2008 Polaris Ranger and $1,701.99 for 2001 Honda Foreman.
     Mr. Melvin Tolbert, P. O. Box 253, Jonesville, La. 71343 bid $1,655.00 for 2001 Honda Foreman.

     Mr. Steven Randall, 300 Terral Island Road, Farmerville, La. 71241 bid $1,800.00 for 2001 Honda Foreman.

     Caldwell Sheriff Department, P. O. Box 60, Columbia, La. bid $3,151.51 for 2008 Polaris Ranger and $401.51 for 2001 Honda Foreman.

     Mr. W. T. Riles, 6456 Mer Rouge Road, Bastrop, La. 71220 bid $3,515.00 for 2008 Polaris Ranger and $1,015.00 for 2001 Honda Foreman.

     Mr. Joe Sylvester, P. O. Box 658, Rayville, La. 71269 bid 2,810.00 for 2008 Polaris Ranger and $560.00 for 2001 Honda Foreman.

     Mr. Courtney Woods, 903 Pete Davis Road, Jonesville, La. 71343 bid $2,010.00 for 2001 Honda Foreman. 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby accept that certain bid of Mr. Shane Hart of $$6,001.00 for 2008 Polaris Ranger and Mr. Courtney Woods of $2,010.00 for 2001 Honda Foreman. 

  Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
   Secretary







President

      The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, seconded by

Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of

the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments

and there were none, to-wit: 






RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District advertised for the official journal for fiscal year 2017-18.

     WHEREAS, the time having arrived for the opening of bids, the following bid was received, opened and read aloud:

     Richland Beacon News bid $4.80 per column inch being one column wide by one inch tall.

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby accept that certain bid of Richland Beacon News of $4.80 per one column wide by one inch tall.  

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey 

Secretary







President

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, seconded by

Commissioner Mike Calloway, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey advised no bids were received on Bid Sync and called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District advertised for

furnishing of road diesel fuel, off road diesel fuel and unleaded gasoline commencing July 01, 2017 and ending June 30, 2018 for Arkansas City, Arkansas, Monroe, Louisiana and Jonesville, Louisiana areas.

     WHEREAS, the time having arrived for the opening of bids the following bid was received opened and read aloud: 

     Scott Petroleum, P. O. Box 668, Lake Village, Arkansas 71653 bid $.07 per gallon above OPIS Daily Index for unleaded regular gasoline, off road use diesel and road use diesel for Arkansas City, Arkansas area.

     Delta Fuel Co., P. O. Box 1810 Ferriday, La. 71334 bid $0.129 per gallon above OPIS Daily Index for unleaded regular gasoline, off road use diesel fuel and road use diesel for Jonesville, La. area.

    Lott Oil Co., 7490 Frontage Road, Monroe, La. bid $0.129 per gallon above OPIS Daily Index for off unleaded regular gasoline, off road use diesel and road use diesel for Monroe, La. area.

     McCartney Oil Co., P. O. Box 1200, Jena, La. 71342 bid $.10 per gallon above OPIS Daily Index for   unleaded regular gasoline, off road use diesel fuel and road use diesel for Jonesville, La. and Monroe, La...
     Central Oil & Supply, 2300 Booth Street, Monroe, La. 71201 bid $.11 per gallon above OPIS Daily Index for unleaded regular gasoline, off road use diesel and road use diesel for Jonesville, La.. and $.11 per gallon above OPIS Daily Index for unleaded regular and off road use diesel for Monroe, La..

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby accept that certain bid of McCartney Oil and Supply of $.10 per gallon above OPIS Daily Index for road diesel fuel, off road diesel fuel and unleaded regular  gasoline.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President

     Mr. Jeffrey Hawley, Financial Advisor, Wells Fargo Advisors, Monroe, Louisiana gave and up-to-date report on investments of Tensas Basin Levee District.   

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Mike Calloway, seconded by  

Commissioner Robert Neal Harwell, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:

                                                               RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas 
Basin Levee District does hereby declare that the reading of the minutes of the regular meeting 
of May 09, 2017 is hereby dispensed with and declared approved as published in the official journal of this board, The Richland Beacon News.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
 Secretary







President



     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, seconded by 
Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:





RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas 
Basin Levee District does hereby approve all bills approved by the claims committee for May, 2017.
Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey


Secretary







President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, seconded by Commissioner Jonathan Johnson, and passed by vote by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, 

         RESOLUTION

     BE IT RESOLVED, that the following millage is hereby levied on the 2017 tax roll on all 
property subject to taxation by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District:







MILLAGE:

           Tensas Basin Levee District                                        3.0 Millage

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper administrative officials of the Parishes of 
Caldwell, Catahoula, Franklin, LaSalle, Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland and West Carroll, State 
of Louisiana, be and they are hereby empowered, authorized, and directed to spread said taxes, 
as hereinabove set forth upon the assessment roll of said Parishes for the year 2017, and to make 
the collection of the taxes imposed for and on behalf of the taxing authority, according to law, 
and that the taxes herein levied shall become a permanent lien and privilege on all property 
subject to taxation as herein set forth, and collection thereof shall be enforceable in the manner 
provided by law.

     The foregoing resolution was read in full, the roll was called on the adoption thereof, and the 
resolution was adopted by the following votes:

     YEAS:  Collum, Haire, Harwell, Hutchins, Keahey, Venable, Johnson, Calloway, Kinnaird

     NAYS:  None

     ABSTAINED: None

     ABSENT:  Peters, Zeagler 

Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey



Secretary






President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, seconded by Commissioner Mike Calloway, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey  called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:

AMENDED BUDGET

2016-17





FROM
INCREASE

TO







(DECREASE)

REVENUES:











  Ad Valorem Taxes

3,282,000.00
      178,000.00             3,460, 00.00
  State Revenue Sharing
   140,000.00
     


  Interest


   627,000.00


  Federal Funds

3,250,000.00

 

  Royalties and Leases

   225,000.00 

Intergovernmental

   992,375.00


  Miscellaneous

     99,924.00     

TOTAL REVENUES:
8,616,299.00
       178,000.00           8,794,299.00

EXPENDITURES:

  Personal Services

3,490,648.00





  Travel


     35,000.00
           5,000.00                40,000.00

  Operating Services

   937,500.00
     


   

  Supplies


   495,500.00
       


    


  Professional


     47,000.00
         


   

  Capital Outlay

8,436,260.00





  TOTAL EXPENSE
           13,441,908.00
        

           13,446,808.00

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues Over Expenditures       





(4,825,609.00)
           173,000.00      (4,652,609.00)

Fund Balance, Beginning Of Year









7,786,700.00
          1,356,878.00    6,429,822.00

Fund Balance, End of Year










 2,961,091.00            1,183,878.00    1,777,313.00

 
               

         
 

Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey

Secretary






President

     Mr. Tracy Hilburn, Maintenance Supertendant advised FEMA will not be funding the entire $10,000,000.00 as was anticipated as they advised there are other sources to obtain the money for levee repairs/setbacks.  The amount FEMA will be funding is to be seen. 
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Mike Calloway, seconded by Commissioner Jonathan Johnson, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey  called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:





                 RESOLUTION

BUDGET

2017-18

REVENUES:











  Ad Valorem Taxes





3,435,700.00

  State Revenue Sharing



  
     70,000.00

  Interest





   
   224,600.00

  Royalties and Leases




               225,000.00

  Federal Funds




          10,000,000.00
 

 Intergovernmental




 
   992,375.00

 Miscellaneous




     
     86,424.00

     TOTAL REVENUES:



          15,034,099.00

EXPENDITURES:

  Personal Services





3,490,648.00

  Travel





   
     40,000.00

  Operating Services




  
1,023,000.00

  Supplies





               428,000.00

  Professional





    
     47,000.00

  Capital Outlay




          16,661,516.00

     TOTAL EXPENDITURES


           21,690,164.00

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues Over Expenditures       (6,656,065.00)

Fund Balance, Beginning Of Year



7,000,000.00

Fund Balance, End of Year




   343,935.00    

Total revenues estimated at $15,034,099.00. Fund balance at beginning of year estimated at $7,000,000.00 making total revenues of $22,034,099.00 with expenditures estimated at $21,690,164.00 leaving an unobligated estimated fund balance of $343,935.00. 

Federal Funds estimated at $10.000, 000.00. All of this amount being from FEMA for flood fight from March 08, 2016 through April 08, 2016.  Purchase of fixed assets is set at $, 661,516.00 with $6,000,000.00 being set for capital improvements to levees and/or flood fight.

Fund balance is estimated to decrease to approximately $2,957,652.00.00 due to levee improvements/repairs//flood fight and purchase of capital items.  If the $6,000,000.00 is not spent during 2017-18, there should be a fund balance at year’s end of $8,957,652.00.

Taxes expected to increase approximately $153,700.00. Expenditures are expected to increase $248,256.00 being in operating services.   

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, seconded by Commissioner Robert Neal Harwell, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey  called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, Mr. Shannon Ainsworth, 1003 Colyer Road, Oak Grove, La. on February 14, 2017 submit a bid in the amount of $10.00 per acre per year for hunting purposes for a five year period and submitted ten percent (10%) of one year’s lease ($31.66) on the following described, to-wit:

     NE/4 of NE/4, Section 12, Township 23 North, Range 10 East, containing 31.66 acres more or less, West Carroll Parish, La..

     WHEREAS, Mr. Shannon Ainswoth states he can’t afford the cost of the required insurance on said property thus he is nothing signing the lease nor is he paying the balance due.

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby instruct our attorney to advise Mr. Shannon Ainsworth by mail that his ten percent (10%) will not be refunded to him.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the lease be void and that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does authorize the President and Secretary to advertise for bids 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby authorize the President and Secretary to advertise for bids for surface lease for hunting purposes the following described properties:

     NE ¼ of NE ¼, Section 12. T23N, R10E, West Carroll Parish, Louisiana containing 31.66 acres more or less for hunting purposes for a five year period.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that bids shall be received up until 7:30 A. M., July 11, 2017 at the office of the Tensas Basin Levee District, P. O. Box 68, Rayville, La. 71269 and 708 Julia Street, Suite 101B, Rayville, La. and up until 9:30 A. M., July 11, 2017 at 505 District Drive, Monroe, La. 71202-6862, at which time bids shall be opened and read aloud.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President

     Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director advised he is in receipt of letter from Law Office of Ellis G. Saybe, Alexandria, La. requesting a right of way for passage thirty feet wide on the western side boundary of Levee District property located in Catahoula Parish, known as Parhams, be granted Lac Rond Land, LLC, Alexandria, Louisiana.  Request was denied and attorney was advised to inform Law Office of Ellis G. Saybe by mail.
     Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director and Mr. Tracy Hilburn, Maintenance Supertendant gave up to date reports on levee projects.

     Financial statements were reviewed and discussed.  
     Motion was made by Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, seconded by Commissioner Jonathan Johnson, and passed unanimously, to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel.

     Motion was made by Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, seconded by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, and passed unanimously, to enter back into Regular Session.

President Drew Keahey advised no action was taken in Executive Session.

     President Drew Keahey stated as there is no further business to come before the Board of Commissioner of the Tensas Basin Levee District at this time, meeting is adjourned.   
